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COMPARISON OF OCTENOL- AND BG LURE(R)-BAITED BIOGENTS
SENTINEL TRAPS AND AN ENCEPHALITIS VIRUS SURVEILLANCE

TRAP IN PORTLAND, OR

SETH R. IRISH, 1'3 FABRICE CHANDRE2'3 AND RAPHAEL N'GUESSAN1'3

ABSTRACT. Two types of mosquito trap were tested near Smith Lake in Portland, Multnomah County,
OR: 2 Biogents Sentinel (BGS) traps baited with carbon dioxide (CO2) and an octenol sachet or a BG Lure(R),
and an encephalitis virus surveillance (EVS) trap with CO2 but without an odor sachet. After 6 trap-nights,
the 2 BGS traps caught significantly more mosquitoes than the EVS trap. More Culex tarsalis and an overall
greater number of species were caught in the BGS traps. A BGS trap and an EVS trap, both baited with CO2
alone, were compared to investigate whether the difference was due to the attractants or the difference in trap
type. The BGS trap caught more mosquitoes but the difference was not significant. The BGS trap, when
baited with CO2 and other lures, can be an effective mosquito sampling tool, but further research is needed to
understand the importance of the attractants.
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INTRODUCTION

Mosquito sampling is an important part of any
mosquito control effort. It allows for better
understanding of the biology and behavior of
mosquitoes, which can be useful for making better
decisions in disease and mosquito control programs.
Carbon dioxide (CO2) has been used success-

fully in mosquito trapping. The CO2 given off by
animals is used by mosquitoes both in activation
(takeoff and sustained flight) as well as in host
location (Gillies 1980). Carbon dioxide for
mosquito trapping is primarily provided as live
hosts (as in human landing catches), dry ice, and
tanked carbon dioxide (Service 1993).
The Centers for Disease Control and Preven-

tion (CDC) light trap has often been used in
combination with CO2, usually in the form of dry
ice, to sample mosquitoes. To facilitate the use of
dry ice with a CDC miniature light trap, Rohe
and Fall (1979) designed the encephalitis virus
surveillance (EVS) trap. This trap is widely used
for mosquito surveillance in the United States.

In addition to CO2, other compounds can be
added to traps to increase their efficiency. Octenol
(1-octen-3-ol) is a compound present in ox odor,
which is also given off in small amounts in human
sweat (Clements 1999). Its attractant properties
were investigated with tsetse flies (Hall et al. 1984).
Takken and Kline (1989) evaluated its attractive-
ness to mosquitoes and found that octenol and CO2
had a synergistic effect in attracting Ochlerotatus4
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The use of the Ochlerotatus genus name follows the
classification described by Reinert (2000).

taeniorhynchus Wiedemann, Anopheles spp., and
Wyeomyia mitchellii Theobald. Catches of An.
albimanus Wiedemann were increased with octe-
nol in Venezuela (Rubio-Palis 1996) as were Oc.
vigilax Skuse catches in Australia (Van Essen et al.
1994). Coquillettidia perturbans Walker and Man-
sonia titillans Walker catches also increased with
octenol in Florida (Kline et al. 1990). In all these
studies, carbon dioxide was the primary attractant,
with octenol maximizing these catches. Octenol
alone was either not tested, or was not found to be
as effective as CO2 alone in attracting mosquitoes.
In other situations, octenol was not found to
increase catch size significantly (Becker et al. 1995).

In preliminary trims, catches of Culex mosqui-
toes were not significantly increased by adding
octenol to traps (Takken and Kline 1989). This
was believed to be due to the fact that many Culex
spp. have the majority of their blood meals from
birds, not mammals like oxen, which give off
octenol. This seemed to be further confirmed as

Cx. salinarius Coquillett, which feeds on a variety
of hosts, including mammals (Murphey et al.
1967), was found to be attracted to octenol (Kline
et al. 1990). However, collections of Cx. annulir-
ostris Skuse and Cx. sitiens Wiedemann, whose
host preferences include mammals, were not
increased by the addition of octenol to traps
(Kemme et al. 1993, Van Essen et al. 1994, Van
den Hurk et al. 2006). This difference may be due
to differences between species or in mammals
selected by these species as hosts.
The BG-Sentinel (BGS) trap was designed by

the BioGents Corporation (BioGents GmbH,
Regensburg, Germany) to sample one of the
main mosquito vectors of dengue, Aedes aegypti
Linnaeus. An octenol lure sachet (AgriSense,
Pontypridd, United Kingdom) can be added, as

can the BG Lure(R) (BioGents GmbH, Regens-
burg, Germany, supplied by AgriSense). The BG
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Table 1. Mean catches standard error (SE) of each trap baited with CO between July 19 and August 3, 2006.

Biogents Sentinel BG Encephalitis virus
Lure(R) Biogents Sentinel octenol surveillance

Culex tarsalis 334.3 ___ 70.4 283.3 ___ 30.8 121.8 _+ 33.4
Anopheles punctipennis 15.7 __ 9.48 28.5 ___ 6.6 5.2 _ 1.7
All mosquitoes 402.7 __ 75.9 333.5 +__ 34.7 158.8 _+ 38.6

Numbers in the same row sharing a letter superscript do not differ significantly (P > 0.05).

total mosquitoes. However, the BGS trap with
octenol caught significantly fewer Cx. pipiens (P

0.02) and more Cx. tarsalis (P 0.01) than the
EVS trap. The BGS trap baited with octenol
caught significantly more An. punctipennis than
the EVS trap (P 0.005), and more total
mosquitoes than the BGS trap baited with the
BG Lure, but the difference was not significant (P

0.054).
The BGS traps caught more mosquito species

than the EVS trap. Culiseta incidens, Cs. inornata,
Cs. particeps, Oc. washinoi, Oc. sierrensis Ludlow,
and Cq. perturbans were caught in both BGS
traps but not in the EVS trap. Ochlerotatus
sticticus was only caught in the BGS trap baited
with octenol.
During the 8 trap-nights when only CO2 was

used as an attractant, 1,373 mosquitoes were
caught, with a majority of Cx. pipiens (89.9%), as

lures (octenol and the BG Lure), differences in
the method of CO

2
dispersal, or differences in the

trap designs itself.
It is unlikely that the different methods of CO2

dispersal would result in large differences in
mosquitoes caught, considering that the same

amount of dry ice (1 kg) was used in both
situations, a small amount of dry ice was usually
remaining each morning in both traps (indicating
similar release rates), and the distances above the
trap opening were the same. The only difference
was the CO2 came out of a tube for the BGS traps
and out of small holes on the dry ice bucket for
the EVS trap.

It was not expected that octenol would increase
the attraction of the traps for Cx. tarsalis and Cx.
pipiens. Becker et al. (1995) found that octenol
did not significantly increase trap catches of Cx.
pipiens. Burkett et al. (2001) found octenol

opposed to the earlier trapping when Cx. tarsal& actually decreased catches of Cx. pipiens in
were more prevalent. Only 70 Cx. tarsalis were
caught during this period. Other species caught
were Cs. incidens, An. freeborni, An. punctipennis,
and Ae. vexans.
The mean number caught in the BGS trap was

90.5 mosquitoes per trap-night, whereas the EVS
trap caught 81.1 mosquitoes per trap-night
(Table 2). Though the BGS trap caught more
mosquitoes, the difference was not significant (P

0.14). The same number of species was caught
in both BGS and EVS traps.

DISCUSSION

Both of the BG Sentinel traps caught signifi-
cantly more mosquitoes than the EVS trap. In
addition to catching more total mosquitoes, the
BGS traps caught more Culex spp. than the EVS
traps. This increase in attractiveness may have
been due to the volatile chemicals given off by the

Korea. In North Carolina, Rueda et al. (2001)
caught more Cx. pipiens in traps baited with
octenol and CO2 than in traps baited with CO2
alone. However, these were relatively low num-
bers. In general, octenol does not increase
attraction of Cx. pipiens (Kline 1994). In this
study, the BGS trap baited with octenol caught
the fewest number of Cx. pipiens; however, the
BGS trap baited with octenol caught significantly
more Cx. tarsalis than the EVS trap (P 0.01).
The 8 trap-nights using only CO2 as an

attractant did not give a significant difference in
the number of mosquitoes caught by the BGS
trap and the EVS trap. This may be due to the
small number of trapping events. More trap-
nights might have resulted in a more significant
difference. To measure the influence of trap type
and attractant on Culex mosquitoes, these factors
would have to be analyzed simultaneously.
Kilpatrick et al. (2006) described a late-season

Table 2. Mean catches per trap _+ standard error (SE) between August 29 and September 13, 2006. Both the
encephalitis virus surveillance (EVS) trap and the Biogents Sentinel (BGS) trap were baited with CO2, but no

other attractants.

BGS trap EVS P value of difference

Culex spp. 84.5 14.3 78.5 _+ 28.0 0.29
Anopheles punctipennis 3.25 _+ 1.3 1.1 0.4 0.21
All mosquitoes 90.5 _+ 13.1 81.1 14.3 0.14
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shift in feeding behavior from birds to mammals
by Cx. pipiens. Culex tarsalis also experiences a
feeding shift, with increased mammal feeding
particularly in July and August (Tempelis et al.
1965). It would be interesting to investigate
whether or not octenol becomes a more impor-
tant attractant after these shifts.

Significantly more An. punctipennis were
caught in the BGS trap baited with octenol than
in the trap baited with the BG Lure or the EVS
trap. This seems to indicate an attraction to
octenol, which is consistent with its host feeding
on mammals (Tempelis and Washino 1967,
Tempelis 1975). Rueda et al. (2001) caught more
An. punctipennis in CDC light traps baited with
CO2, light, and octenol than traps baited with
only CO2 and light. However, they found CO2
and light caught more An. punctipennis than CO2
and octenol. In this study, the EVS trap had CO2
and light but did not catch more than the BGS
trap that was baited with CO2 and octenol. This
may be due to a difference in trapping efficacy
between the BGS trap and the EVS trap.
Even so, the lack of difference between the 2

traps in the absence of odor attractants seems to
point to the importance of these attractants.
Further research is needed to determine the role
of octenol and the BG Lure on the trapping of
different species.

In conclusion, the BGS traps using octenol or
the BG Lure were more effective in sampling
most species, including Cx. tarsalis, than the EVS
trap using CO2 alone. The addition of octenol to
the BGS trap appeared to decrease catches of Cx.
pipiens but increase those of An. punctipennis. It
appears that the BGS trap with the addition of
CO2 and octenol or the BG Lure is an effective
tool for mosquito sampling.
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